POWER

elected us? You accuse us of doing nothing? Eleven
armies to direct. The weight of all Europe to carry.
Traitors to unmask. Emissaries bought with enemy
gold to thwart. Disloyal officials to supervise. Tyrants
to combat. Conspirators to intimidate. Endless ob-
stacles to overcome. That is our task!"

He did not defend: he attacked.

"From accusers, you will become the accused!"

He singled out some of the Committee's detractors,
leaving only tattered shreds of reputation. Seldom
had he been more effective. His enemies were cowed;
the Convention, awed. Then he risked the final test by
flinging the government's resignation into the face of
the Convention:

"The country is lost if the government does not
possess your unlimited confidence and is not composed
of men who merit it. I demand the renewal of the
Committee!"

Jaures, discussing the relative merits of the revolu-
tionary leaders, says: "Great as were Cambon and
Carnot, they were administrators, not governors. They
were the effect; Robespierre, a cause."

This is what the Convention likewise must have
felt when it heard the resignation. It must have sensed
that in that supremely difficult hour the stern ascetic in
the tribune was the only man capable of rallying the
nation's forces so they could be hurled as one man
against the enemy. He had no sooner flung his chal-
lenge than the deputies were on their feet shouting:
"No! No! No!"

Brie2, awed, now made his apology. He had not
intended, he said, to accuse the Committee, and since
Robespierre had presented the Committee's resignation
because of his (Briez') election, he asked to be allowed
to withdraw. Somebody made a motion that his elec-
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